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Overview

* Introduction: deverbal nouns in —nje as a characteristic of
some typically formal registers, and as the most frequent tool
for deriving nominalizations in Serbian

e Aim: to extract some additional markers of the use of these
nouns in formal registers

* Research: the use of these nouns in public discourse of the

internet
— corpus
— domains/registers of the use ____________________________
— analysis 5 Science Fund 5
| of the Republic of Serbia

* Conclusion R |

PDRS — Public Discourse in the Republic of Serbia |
(This research was supported by the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, !
#GRANT 7750183, Public Discourse in the Republic of Serbia - PDRS)
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Introduction

 Deverbal nouns ending in —nje are the most frequent tool for deriving
nominalizations in Serbian.

Oni su se prijavili (They applied)

N\

njihovo prijavljivanje (their appliying/application)

 The use of nominalizations is a characteristic of an tipically formal
way of language use, like the language of bureaucracy, journalistic,
political, or scientific style (Radovanovi¢ 1990, Klikovac 2008a)



Introduction

Nominalization as a tool for expressing social power and as a tool
for manipulation through language (Klikovac 2008b)!

“The Public Discourse in the Republic of Serbia project will deal

with the research of media, political and social network discourse in
order to demonstrate the linguistic dynamism, innovation and

creativity of linguistic means, but also their potential to be used for
the purpose of power, manipulation, persuasion, negotiation, etc. ”
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Aim

e To test the statement that the use of deverbal nouns ending in -nje
is a characteristic of some formal registers, as well as to extract
some additional markers of the use of these nouns in formal
registers in public discourse of the internet

e (Event) nouns ending in —nje as the most verb like nouns in Serbian,
a mixed category with some tipically verbal characterics
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Aim

* Verbal characteristics of event nouns: argument structure, implicit
argument control, negation with the prefix —ne, use with the
predicates like to take (some) time, modification with modifiers like
intentional, realization of the external argument in the form of the
od strane phrase (equivalent to the English by phrase), and
adverbial modification

 The expected results should show that the modification of deverbal
nouns ending in -nje by adverbs and by the od strane phrase is
characteristic of some tipically formal registers/text types, as media,
inform, state, edu, science, company, as well as ngo, database and
community.
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Research: corpus

* Serbian Web Corpus PDRS 1.0, created within the framework of the
Public Discourse in the Republic of Serbia project— the most modern
and largest corpus of the Serbian language to date (?) - it contains
454,187 texts, 31,401,284 sentences and 715,419,977 tokens!

* Appropriate for the research because some 80% of the URLs are
(manually) tagged for different types of sources ("area"), which
roughly correspond to different functional registers

______________________________________________________________________

Corpus available at: |
https://www.clarin.si/ske/#dashboard?corpname=pdrs10 |

______________________________________________________________________
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Research: corpus

text - Text domain

@ media

&

@ inform

@ shop

@ state

@ forum

@ database

@ science

@ community

& company

@ e=du

& portal

& ngo
Other

Corpus available at :
. https://www.clarin.si/ske/#dashboard?corpname=pdrs10

____________________________________________________________________
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Research: results

Number of hits: 9951682 1,4 % of the corpus

Lemma (base form) Frequency % of conc. ?
O pitanje 400 768 410:
O  regenje 206 098 206+
O stanje 186,475 186+
[0 koriscenje 158,420 158+
O putovane 142 514 1434
O IstraZivanje 137,851 1.304%
[  obrazovanje 133 561 134
O misenie 101,601 102+
O upravianie 98 660 0995
O znanje 94 053 094+,
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Research: results

- Relative (per million) frequency: calculated by dividing total
frequency in the text type by the text type size

- Relative density: compares the frequency in a specific text
type to the frequency in the whole corpus, and so shows how
typical the word(s) is of a specific text type

* less than 100 % — it is less frequent in this text type than
in the whole corpus, it is not typical or specific of this text

type
* more than 100 % — it is more frequent in this text

type than in the whole corpus, it is typical or specific of
this text type
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Research: results

Relative density of —nje nouns in text types

180
B media
160 .
M inform
140 M state
M science
120
M shop
100
Hedu
80 - m forum
60 M portal
M database
40 -~
Hngo
20 - B company
0 - B community
. AN Q Q
N & ,5& N & 3 S
e o X3 ; 0 \\ e Q Ky 3 > (\
<& . \(‘\\ ) é}z S <O QO g 6\"50 0069 o (0\5



——
-'-'-.-‘

PUBLIC DISCOURSE IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

Research: results

Relative density of adverbial modification in text types
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Research: results

Relative density of use with the od strane phrase in text types
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Research: analysis

* The use of deverbal nouns ending in -nje IS a characteristic of some
formal registers/text types (state, edu, company, science)

* The use of the od strane phrase with these nouns IS a characteristic of
of some formal registers/text types (database, ngo, state, edu, company
science)

* Adverbial modification of the —nje nouns is specific only for one
tipically formal area — edu, and in the same time it is specific for two
tipically informal text types — shop and forum!
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Research: analysis

e Both the (general) use of deverbal nouns ending in —nje and the use of
the od strane phrase with these nouns are under 100% in supposedly
formal areas media and inform

» Reason for this could be the size of the subcorpora, as well as a
big portion of (extremely informal) yellow press in these areas
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Conclusion

* The research has confirmed the statement that the use of deverbal
nouns ending in -nje is a characteristic of some formal registers

* Regarding some additional markers of the use of these nouns in formal
registers, such marker could only be the use of the od strane phrase
with these nouns (not adverbial modification)
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Conclusion

e Low rate of adverbial modification is understanable because of the fact
that adverbs are typically verbal (not nominal) modificators.

* However, relatively high rate of the use of the od strane phrase is very
interesting, having in mind the fact that the use of this phrase is very
rare in Serbian even with verbs (because the passive voice in Serbian is
considerably less frequent in comparison to some other languages, as
for example the German languages)
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Thank youl!

Questions?

borko.kovacevic@fil.bg.ac.rs
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